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Children’s Rights filed this federal class action in 1989, charging the District of Columbia with jeopardizing the
health and safety of thousands of abused and neglected children in its custody. Following a 1991 trial on the merits
and a finding by the trial court that the District’s child welfare system violated federal law, Children’s Rights and
defendants reached agreement on the terms of a court-ordered reform plan in 1993.

In the years that followed, the District made only minimal progress toward achieving court-mandated reforms,
prompting the court to impose the unprecedented remedy of a federal takeover of the child welfare system’s
management in 1995. The District regained control of the beleaguered agency in 2000, after establishing a
cabinet-level Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA) and committing to major reform. Though CFSA initially
made strides to improve the quality of services and outcomes for abused and neglected children in the District, it
remained in violation of the court-ordered reform plan.

In recent years, the advances previously achieved by CFSA deteriorated, and CFSA’s overall performance
declined sharply, prompting Children’s Rights to file a motion for a finding of contempt against the District in July of
2008.

The parties negotiated a stipulated order that set forth requirements for CFSA. When they failed to meet the
requirements of the stipulated order, Children’s Rights filed a renewed motion for contempt, which was granted in
part by the court. CFSA subsequently filed a motion to set a timeline by which the agency would exit court
jurisdiction, which was denied by Judge Hogan, and that decision was subsequently upheld by the court of
appeals.

In December of 2010, after the Court reviewed proposals from the District and Children’s Rights, the court ordered
the adoption of the Implementation and Exit Plan (IEP). The IEP sets forth the outcomes CFSA must maintain and
achieve. It also requires the Court-appointed Monitor to produce regular monitoring reports. The most recent
monitoring report was released on May 2, 2011, and it shows that the agency is still out of compliance with a
number of important measures.

Overview Legal Documents Fact Sheets Press




owner
Typewritten Text
District of Columbia (LaShawn A. v. Gray -- Children's Rights


owner
Typewritten Text


owner
Typewritten Text


owner
Typewritten Text


owner
Typewritten Text


owner
Typewritten Text


owner
Typewritten Text
D


owner
Typewritten Text


owner
Typewritten Text


owner
Typewritten Text


owner
Typewritten Text
District of Columbia (LaShawn v. Gray) -- Children's Rights

http://www.childrensrights.org/reform-campaigns/legal-cases/district-of-columbia/

owner
Typewritten Text
0LLaShawn a. v. Gray -- Children's Rights -- District of Columbia



District of Columbia (LaShawn A. v. Gray) — Children's Rights

http://www.childrensrights.org/reform-campaigns/legal-cases/district-of-columbia/2/[7/13/2013 9:08:46 AM]

Complaint
Full text of the federal class action complaint against the District of Columbia, seeking comprehensive reform of the
child welfare system.

Final Order
Full text of the final order mandating reform of the District’s Department of Human Services.

Stipulated Order 
Stipulated order requiring the District to develop and execute an emergency plan for swiftly reducing a dangerous
backlog of child abuse and neglect investigations, finding permanent homes for children trapped in custody,
stabilizing its badly weakened workforce, and addressing other persistent problems.

Monitoring Report (05/05/2009)
Report by the independent monitor appointed by the court to track progress in implementing the court-ordered
reforms.

Opinion on recent motions re. contempt, timeline, and monitor’s role (04/05/2010)
Order on recent motions re. contempt, timeline, and monitor’s role (04/05/2010)
Opinion and order by U.S. District Judge Thomas F. Hogan holding DC Mayor Adrian Fenty in civil contempt for
failing to meet court-ordered requirements for child welfare reform and denying District officials’ motion to set a
timetable for the end of federal court oversight of the DC Child and Family Services Agency.

Order on Remedies for Civil Contempt (09/28/2010)
Order by U.S. District Judge Thomas F. Hogan requiring District officials to immediately fund programs for teens
aging out of DC foster care as remedy for prior inaction leading to findings of civil contempt.

Order Approving Implementation and Exit Plan (12/17/2010)

Judgment of the U.S. Court of Appeals, District of Columbia Circuit (2/28/2011)
Judgment of the appellate court upholding U.S. District Judge Thomas F. Hogan’s decision to deny motions by
District officials seeking the end of court oversight.

Monitoring Report (05/02/2011)
Report by the independent monitor appointed by the court to track progress (July 1 – December 31, 2010) in
implementing the court-ordered reforms.

Monitoring Report (06/20/2012)
Report by the independent monitor appointed by the court to track progress (July 1 – December 31, 2011) in
implementing the court-ordered reforms.

Monitoring Report (11/21/2012)
Report by the independent monitor appointed by the court to track progress (January 1 – June 30, 2012) in
implementing the court-ordered reforms.


http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/06/1989-6-20_dc_lashawn_complaint.pdf
http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/06/1993-11-18_dc_final_order.pdf
http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads//2008/10/2008-10-06_stipulated_order.pdf
http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads//2009/05/2009-05-05_dc_monitoring_report.pdf
http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads//2010/04/2010-04-05_dc_opinion_on_recent_motions_contempt_timeline_and_modify.pdf
http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads//2010/04/2010-04-05_dc_order_on_recent_motions_contempt_tmeline_and_modify.pdf
http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads//2010/09/2010-09-28_dc_order_re_civil_contempt.pdf
http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads//2011/01/2010-12-17_dc_order_approving_implementation_and_exit_plan.pdf
http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads//2011/02/2011-02-28_dc_appellate_judgment.pdf
http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads//2011/02/2011-02-28_dc_appellate_judgment.pdf
http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads//2011/02/2011-02-28_dc_appellate_judgment.pdf
http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads//2011/05/2011-05-02_dc_monitoring_report_july-dec2010.pdf
http://www.childrensrights.org/news-events/press/d-c-makes-headway-on-several-longstanding-challenges-to-child-welfare-reform/
http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads//2012/12/LaShawn-A-v-Gray-Progress-Report-Jan-1-June-30-2012-FINAL.pdf
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Fact Sheet
History and facts about the case and the named plaintiffs.


http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads//2011/08/2011-08-24_dc_lashawn_fact_sheet.pdf


District of Columbia (LaShawn A. v. Gray) — Children's Rights

http://www.childrensrights.org/reform-campaigns/legal-cases/district-of-columbia/4/[7/13/2013 9:10:52 AM]

July 12, 2013
District of Columbia Falls Short on Investigating Child Maltreatment Allegations, Report Finds

December 17, 2012
Report: D.C. Child Welfare Reform Builds Momentum Under New Leadership

June 20, 2012
D.C. Makes Headway on Several Longstanding Challenges to Child Welfare Reform

December 6, 2011
D.C. Still Struggling to Make Improvements to Foster Care, Needs Stable Leadership Now

May 2, 2011
D.C. Still Failing to Provide Many Fundamental Services to Children in Foster Care, Says New Progress Report

September 28, 2010
Condemning DC Leaders’ Inaction, Federal Judge Orders Immediate Funding for Teens Aging Out of DC Foster
Care

April 5, 2010
Federal Court Holds DC Mayor Fenty in Contempt for Child Welfare Failings; District Must Fully Implement
Reforms

May 5, 2009
New Report: District of Columbia Still Failing to Provide Many Key Child Welfare Services

February 4, 2009
DC Mayor Seeks to Undermine Child Welfare Reforms, Advocates Charge

January 30, 2009
Citing DC Mayor’s Failure to Commit to Child Welfare Reforms, Children’s Rights Files for Contempt

October 6, 2008
DC Agrees to Implement Emergency Measures to Fix Child Welfare Failures

July 24, 2008
Contempt Sought Against District of Columbia for Ongoing Failure to Make Court-Ordered Child Welfare
Improvements
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http://www.childrensrights.org/news-events/press/d-c-still-struggling-to-make-improvements-to-foster-care-needs-stable-leadership-now/
http://www.childrensrights.org/news-events/press/dc-still-failing-to-provide-many-fundamental-services-to-children-in-foster-care-says-new-progress-report/
http://www.childrensrights.org/news-events/press/dc-still-failing-to-provide-many-fundamental-services-to-children-in-foster-care-says-new-progress-report/
http://www.childrensrights.org/news-events/press/condemning-dc-leaders-inaction-federal-judge-orders-immediate-funding-for-teens-aging-out-of-dc-foster-care/
http://www.childrensrights.org/news-events/press/condemning-dc-leaders-inaction-federal-judge-orders-immediate-funding-for-teens-aging-out-of-dc-foster-care/
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http://www.childrensrights.org/news-events/press/federal-court-holds-dc-mayor-fenty-in-contempt-for-child-welfare-failings-district-must-fully-implement-reforms/
http://www.childrensrights.org/news-events/press/new-report-district-of-columbia-still-failing-to-provide-many-key-child-welfare-services/
http://www.childrensrights.org/news-events/press/dc-mayor-seeks-to-undermine-child-welfare-reforms-advocates-charge/
http://www.childrensrights.org/news-events/press/citing-dc-mayors-failure-cr-files-for-contempt/
http://www.childrensrights.org/news-events/press/district-of-columbia-agrees-to-implement-emergency-measures-to-fix-persistent-child-welfare-failures/
http://www.childrensrights.org/news-events/press/contempt-sought-against-district-of-columbia-for-failure-to-make-court-ordered-child-welfare-improvements/
http://www.childrensrights.org/news-events/press/contempt-sought-against-district-of-columbia-for-failure-to-make-court-ordered-child-welfare-improvements/
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